IPC-PreAP PHYSICAL SCIENCE COURSE SYLLABUS

TEACHER:  Mr. Woodroe Kiser
CONFERENCE TIME:
Phone:  512-732-9220 (ext. 31813) 
8th period (3:10pm – 3:50pm)


email:  wkiser@eanesisd.net


COURSE DESCRIPTION:  The IPC-PreAP Physical Science course is designed to prepare students for upper level high school science classes.  
This course is a fast paced, in depth study of chemistry and physics.  
Units covered (but not limited to) are scientific process, matter, basic chemistry, solution chemistry, gas chemistry, energy, motion forces, simple machines, waves, electricity and magnetism.  Algebra 1 math skills are used in this course as well.  
Students will also have a review of 8th Grade TEKS for STAAR testing purposes in the spring semester.
Whole class discussion, labs (investigations), lecture, reading and videos will provide a variety of learning opportunities in the classroom.  Homework will be frequent but not very time consuming.  
**This is an elective course that is recorded as a high school credit but will not reflect on the student’s high school GPA.  
CURRICULUM RESOURCES:  McGraw-Hill Integrated Physics and Chemistry Text Book.  AP College Board PreAP Physical Science curriculum.  This includes outlines, Power Point/Nearpod presentations and other materials.  
GRADING and PROJECTS:

"Eanes ISD Middle School teachers are committed to grading and assessing in the best interest of our students.  We believe grades and assessments communicate content knowledge, guide instruction, and reveal opportunities for enrichment and intervention." 

· Grades will be calculated based on the following percentages:

Practice - 0%

Skill Development Assessments - 30%    
Major Assessments - 70%
Major assessments will occur approximately every 3 weeks with a final exam at the end of each semester.  Skill Development assessments will occur frequently to check for student learning.  
One project will be done per semester. Much of the research and planning for projects is expected to be done outside of the classroom.   

Students are responsible for securing and making up missed work. Per district policy, students are given “a day for a day” to turn in missed assignments.
Retesting Procedure:  "Retesting is intended for the occasional difficulty with content mastery. Students in Pre-AP & GT classes will be allowed to retest once per 9-weeks per subject."
For major tests, students earning less than 80% on the test may opt to take a retest and earn up to an 80%. Retests must be completed within 5 school days of receiving the original test. 

I would like requests for retesting to come from the students directly.  
CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT:

Classroom Expectations

1. Bring required materials to class.

2. Respect all people, property and the science classroom materials
3. Always give your best effort.

4. Complete assignments on time and be prepared to take scheduled tests.        
Action Plan for not following Expectations
1. Warning  

2. Conference with teacher

3. Notify parent
4. Administrative referral
SUPPLIES:
1. Composition Notebook and a folder to organize student work
2. Plenty of Pencils with Erasers

3. Pens, markers or highlighters 

4. Ruler 
5. Calculator

Students should bring supplies to class every day.  
*Reviewing daily work and outlines/notes are essential to comprehension of science concepts.  Students are responsible for coming to class academically prepared.  
Tutorials will be offered Wednesdays and Thursdays from 7:45 to 8:30 a.m. in my classroom.  

Please feel free to contact me if you have questions about your child's progress.  
Thank you for your cooperation & support!

